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Constitutional Officers

The eight statewide races and the sixteen nominees

8 16 4 4

statewide offices major-party nominees open seats incumbents defending

Democratic nominee at left - Republican nominee at right on every page. Research current through Aug. 17, 2026.



The Ballot at a Glance

GOVERNOR

u Keisha Lance Bottoms

ﬂ Rick Jackson

SECRETARY OF STATE

u Penny Brown Reynolds

ﬂ Tim Fleming

STATE SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

u Lydia Powell

ﬂ Richard Woods

COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE

u Keisha Sean Waites

ﬂ John F. King

Ratings: Cook Political Report and Sabato’s Crystal Ball

Eight constitutional offices - Democratic nominee listed first

TOSS-UP

LEANS R

UNRATED

UNRATED

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

u Josh Mclaurin

ﬂ Greg Dolezal

ATTORNEY GENERAL

u Tanya Miller

ﬂ Brian Strickland

COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE

u Katherine Juhan-Arnold

ﬂ Tyler Harper

COMMISSIONER OF LABOR
B nikki Porcher
ﬂ Barbara Rivera Holmes

. Neither rates offices below governor except secretary of state and attorney general.

UNRATED

LEANS R

UNRATED

UNRATED



Governor

Open seat — Gov. Brian Kemp is term-limited

DEMOCRAT

Keisha Lance Bottoms

and magistrate judge. Age 56, Atlanta.

Former Mayor of Atlanta (2018-22); White House Office of Public
Engagement director (2022-23); ex-Atlanta city councilmember

-

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
56% — won outright $5.6M raised
May 19, no runoff incl. $1.8M from DGA

-

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Running on full Medicaid expansion to replace Georgia Pathways, plus cost-of-living and
healthcare affordability.

Trump.

Endorsed by Joe Biden, EMILYs List, Andrew Young; backs a pause on new data-center

P e alate

Polling average: Bottoms +2 to +3 (RCP / FiftyPlusOne, Aug. 17)

Attacking Jackson over $1B in state healthcare contracts as rural hospitals closed; ties him to

TOSS-UP

Cook - Sabato

REPUBLICAN

Rick Jackson

Founder and chairman of Jackson Healthcare ($3B+ revenue); self-
funding first-time candidate. Age 71, Cumming.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
53% — runoff win $13M+ raised
beat Lt. Gov. Burt Jones plus heavy self-funding

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Frames affordability as “a business problem”: freeze property taxes, halve the state income
tax within four years.

Law-and-order and immigration enforcement messaging; anti-DEI; pledges to be Trump’s
“favorite governor.”

Trump endorsed July 24; launched an $87M general-election ad buy on Aug. 4.



Lieutenant Governor

Open seat — Burt Jones ran for governor

DEMOCRAT

Josh McLaurin

State senator, District 14 (Sandy Springs / Roswell / Johns Creek)
since 2023; state representative 2019-23. Yale Law. Age 38.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
54.9% — runoff win $36K cash on hand
beat Nabilah Parkes through July

CAMPAIGN STATUS

* Consumer protection (car-booting regulation), veteran mental health and PTSD, opposing
corporate favoritism.

Pitches electability and an ability to work with a Republican Senate majority.

Endorsed by Sens. Ossoff and Warnock, Stacey Abrams, Georgia AFL-CIO, Moms Demand
Action.

One public poll: McLaurin 48-44 (State Navigate, Jul. 10-13) — pollster flags a D-skewed sample

UNRATED

no forecaster ratings

Greg Dolezal

State senator, District 27 (Forsyth County) since 2019; chairs
Senate Transportation; Georgia Freedom Caucus. Former tech and
music-industry entrepreneur. Age 47.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
54.2% — runoff win $377K cash on hand
beat state Sen. John F. Kennedy campaign + leadership PAC

CAMPAIGN STATUS

* Property tax reform is the lead plank, paired with school choice and the Georgia Promise
Scholarship.

Election-integrity and culture-war planks: paper ballots, the Riley Gaines Act, anti-DEI
mandates, NRA A+ rating.

Trump endorsed in July 2026, calling him a “true warrior.”



Secretary of State

Open seat — Brad Raffensperger did not seek re-election

DEMOCRAT

Penny Brown Reynolds

Roy Barnes; senior civil rights official at USDA under Biden. Ph.D.,
J.D.

Former Fulton County State Court judge; executive counsel to Gov.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
63.1% — runoff win $68K cash on hand
beat Dana Barrett $133K raised since April

-

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Protecting voting rights and restoring trust in elections; has accused Trump of sowing
election doubt.

Modernizing professional licensing and cutting bureaucracy for small business.

* Endorsed by EMILYs List, Fair Fight Action, 314 Action; former Gov. Roy Barnes chairs her
campaign.

No public general-election polling of this race

LEANS R

Sabato, Aug. 2025

REPUBLICAN

Tim Fleming

State representative, District 114 (Covington) since 2023; chairs
the House election-law study committee. Gov. Kemp's former
chief of staff and 2018 campaign manager; ex-deputy secretary of
state. Age 43.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
64.5% — runoff win $20K cash on hand
beat Vernon Jones $34K raised — trails his opponent

CAMPAIGN STATUS

* “Secure, accessible, fair and trusted elections”: voter ID, election transparency, deporting
noncitizens who attempt to vote.

Cutting red tape and streamlining professional licensing; technology modernization.

Record includes a 2025 bill to end automatic voter registration and limits on weekend drop
boxes. No public endorsements found.



Attorney General LEANS R

Open seat — Chris Carr ran for governor Sabato, Aug. 2025

Tanya Miller

REPUBLICAN

Brian Strickland

State representative, District 62 (Atlanta) and House Democratic
Caucus chair. Former assistant U.S. attorney, DOJ lawyer and

State senator, District 17 (McDonough) since 2018; chairs Senate
Judiciary. Practicing attorney; former floor leader for Govs. Deal

Fulton County ADA; 20+ years as a trial lawyer. Age 52. and Kemp.
PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
84.5% — won outright $329K cash on hand 71.6% — won outright $448K cash on hand
May 19, no runoff $446K raised this quarter beat Sen. Bill Cowsert $324K raised this quarter
CAMPAIGN STATUS CAMPAIGN STATUS
* Public corruption and holding powerful interests accountable — “not special interests, not * “Keeping Georgia Safe”: violent crime, gangs, fentanyl and human trafficking.

the powerful. * Protecting seniors, foster children and special-needs families from fraud and abuse.
Consumer protection and cost-of-living enforcement on rent and grocery prices. .

Claims 100+ endorsements, including about two-thirds of Republican DAs and a majority of
Endorsed by EMILYs List, the Democratic Attorneys General Association and Higher Heights Georgia sheriffs.

PAC.

No public general-election polling of this race



State School Superintendent

Republican incumbent seeking a fourth term

Lydia Powell

Ed.D.; assistant principal at Hampton High School, Henry County.
26 years as a Georgia social studies teacher and administrator in
DeKalb, Clayton, Fayette and Henry counties.

PRIMARY RESULT

50.5% — won outright

cleared 50% in a 3-way race

CAMPAIGN FUNDS

$5.4K cash on hand

~$4K raised since April

-

CAMPAIGN STATUS
* Filling roughly 1,700 teacher vacancies with a statewide recruitment push — tuition
reimbursement, housing incentives.

A Reading Task Force on literacy, universal pre-K access, and less reliance on standardized
testing.

* Opposes vouchers that “potentially defund public schools”; pledges a 159-county “State of

MNiav Crlhmnnla? v fim ON A

No public polling — both campaigns are unusually cash-poor

UNRATED

no forecaster ratings

Richard Woods

State School Superintendent since 2015, seeking a fourth term.
Former Irwin County teacher, principal and curriculum director;
longtime Tifton resident.

PRIMARY RESULT
51.5% — runoff win

forced to a runoff by ~990 votes

CAMPAIGN FUNDS

$30K cash on hand

~$4.8K raised this quarter

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Runs on his record: Common Core removed by 2023, cursive restored, financial literacy
added, less state testing, record graduation rates.

Vulnerable on outcomes — 30% of 4th graders proficient in reading on the 2024 NAEP; 35%
of 3rd graders proficient in ELA.

Survived a primary in which the House speaker and Senate education chair backed his

rhallam~ae



Commissioner of Agriculture

Republican incumbent seeking a second term

DEMOCRAT

Katherine Juhan-Arnold

Nonprofit founder from Snellville. Founded Baby Katie's Pharm &
Kitchen, connecting local farmers to markets, plus Ag Explained
and Pharm School. Over a decade in infrastructure systems.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
62.1% — won outright $500 cash on hand
beat Sedrick Rowe Jr. ~3$3K raised — weakest statewide

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Market access for small and mid-sized growers; lowering input costs; affordable fresh food
for families.

Consumer protection at the gas pump, sustainable forestry and rural economic
development.

Distinctive plank: impact screening for data centers and large developments proposed on
FarvimalanmA

No public polling — Harper won this seat 53-47 in 2022

UNRATED

no forecaster ratings

Tyler Harper

Commissioner of Agriculture since 2023. Seventh-generation
South Georgia farmer from Ocilla — peanuts, cotton, timber, cow-
calf. State senator 2013-23. Age 40.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
Unopposed $541K cash on hand
no Republican primary challenger $244K raised this quarter

CAMPAIGN STATUS

New funding for farms and agribusiness, deregulation, and challenging trade agreements he
says hurt U.S. producers.

Food safety, agricultural education, faster disaster relief and rural broadband.

Joined the Trump administration’s National Farm Security Action Plan rollout; endorsed
Mike Collins for Senate in August.



Commissioner of Insurance

Republican incumbent seeking a second full term

DEMOCRAT

Keisha Sean Waites

Former state representative, District 60 (2012-17) and Atlanta city
councilmember at-large (2022-24). Career in FEMA legislative
affairs and SBA disaster recovery; small-business owner. Age 53,
Atlanta.

~58% — runoff win

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS

$0 cash on hand

beat DeAndre Mathis filed a no-activity disclosure

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Challenging home and auto rate hikes — “if the numbers don't justify the increase, | will say

n

no.

Would outlaw premiums priced on ZIP code or credit score; calls the FAIR Plan “a safety net,
not a permanent fix."

Proposes a task force on scams targeting seniors and vulnerable families.

No public polling — Georgia’s first genuinely contested insurance race in ~30 years

UNRATED

no forecaster ratings

John E King

Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner since 2019 — Georgia's
first Hispanic constitutional officer. Retired Army major general;
former Doraville police chief. Born in Mexico.

PRIMARY RESULT

Unopposed

no Republican primary challenger

CAMPAIGN FUNDS

$545K cash on hand

$72K raised this quarter

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Implementing and defending tort reform, which he predicts will cut premiums 3-5%.

Maintaining Georgia Access, the state-based health insurance exchange.

Anti-fraud enforcement: higher maximum fines on insurers and expanded scam
investigations.



Commissioner of Labor

Appointed Republican incumbent seeking a first full term

Nikki Porcher

Founder of Buy From A Black Woman, a national nonprofit

U.S. Air Force veteran and former public school teacher.

crediting $6M+ in economic impact across 700+ small businesses.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
~61% — runoff win $15K cash on hand
beat Michelle Sdnchez ~$4.5K raised this quarter

CAMPAIGN STATUS

Modernizing Georgia's unemployment system — the central promise of the campaign.

* Accessible, affordable child care through employer-workforce-provider partnerships.

Small business support and rural career-center outreach across all 152 counties.

No public polling — both nominees are first-time statewide candidates

UNRATED

no forecaster ratings

REPUBLICAN

Barbara Rivera Holmes

Commissioner of Labor since April 2025 — Georgia’s first Latina
constitutional officer. Former president and CEO of the Albany
Area Chamber of Commerce; ex-journalist; Board of Regents
member. Born in Puerto Rico.

PRIMARY RESULT CAMPAIGN FUNDS
Unopposed $174K cash on hand
no Republican primary challenger ~$11K raised this quarter

CAMPAIGN STATUS

* Workforce development and building “the Top State for Talent”; small business support.

Agency modernization and trust-building after a period of turnover at the department.

Endorsed by Gov. Brian Kemp, who appointed her. Notably avoids Trump-alignment
messaging.

10



Sources & Caveats

Everything in this deck is sourced. Read these limits before quoting a number.

WHERE THE NUMBERS COME FROM

* Primary and runoff results: Georgia Secretary of State certified totals, with election-night figures from Georgia Recorder, CBS Atlanta, WRDW and Atlanta Civic Circle where certification is
not itemized.

* Campaign finance: state disclosures filed Aug. 12, 2026, covering the quarter through July, as reported by Georgia Recorder and WABE.
* Polling: Quantus, AARP, State Navigate, Wick, Fox News and Echelon; averages from RealClearPolling and FiftyPlusOne.

WHAT TO BE CAREFUL WITH

* Only three races carry a forecaster rating — governor, secretary of state and attorney general. Of the other five, only the lieutenant governor’s race has been polled at all.
* The two Leans R ratings were set in August 2025, before the nominees were known, and have not been revised since.

* Inside Elections’ current governor rating could not be confirmed; a reported move from Tilt R to Toss-up is unverified.

* Cash on hand was not reported for either gubernatorial candidate — only totals raised.

PORTRAITS

* Portraits were supplied by the requester and cropped to a common frame. Lydia Powell’s is taken from a low-resolution primary-night graphic and is softer than the rest.

Compiled Aug. 17, 2026 - Georgia general election Nov. 3, 2026 - statewide runoff, if needed, Dec. 1, 2026



